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“In Times Like These”
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1Chron 12:32, “the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do”.

The theme is "IN TIMES LIKE THESE ...". Each one should know what time we are in, unless you are blinded by the devil. Just look at the world, the churches and even your own life.

But may we as God's children be “sons of Issachar”, understanding the times and knowing what Israel should do.

These days the so-called Christians are luke-warm. The world is written all over them. They love the world and the things of the world. The girls of the church dress like prostitutes, after the fashions of the world.

I remember that years ago, in one of the mainline churches the minister's wife told the mother of one of the girls that got confirmed, “Look, my sister, your child is confirmed now – see to it that she is on the pill from now on. We do not want our church to be ashamed if children are born out of wedlock.” This is blasphemous!

Gossip is also prevalent in our churches. We still have cannibals almost 2000 years after Jesus was born! However, even in the churches we have so-called Christians who are cannibals – they devour one another and tear their brothers and sisters apart by their slander and gossip!

Dr Edwin Orr once asked a Baptist and Dutch Reformed minister who uses the most water when they baptise. It seemed like a foolish question. However, he continued, “I am sorry about one thing; neither of you baptise a person's tongue.” There are Baptists and there are Dutch Reformed people who slander their brothers and sisters behind their backs. It is a great curse in the churches today.

Communism is evil and bad. But they managed to spread their poison throughout the world within 70 years. Christianity has been around for more that 2000 years, and yet today there are more heathens than ever before. There is only one solution. We need a true Holy Ghost revival to spread throughout the world.

Many people realise that we need revival. They love the fruit of revival, where people repent before God in dust and ashes and God is present; where God works in His power and the deaf hear, the dumb speak, the dead are raised, AIDS is healed, and the Gospel is preached in God's power. However, you will never get revival by looking at the fruit of revival. Take your eyes away from the fruit.

There is a way that leads to revival and you must learn and follow that way.

Praise God that He sends men of God from time to time who understand the times and what the people of God should do! Pray to God for discernment.

We read in Neh 13 that Eliashib the priest gave Tobiah, the enemy of God's people, a prominent room in the temple of God!

Tobiah didn't enter by the back door. The priest, who should serve the Living God, prepared the room for him. He came in through family relations. Their children were bonded together in marriage.

This happened while Nehemiah was not at Jerusalem. When Nehemiah heard of it and saw it, it grieved him bitterly. However, Nehemiah did not leave it there. He discerned, and dealt ruthlessly with Tobias. We read in Neh 13:8, 9, “therefore I threw all the household goods of Tobiah out of the room. Then I commanded them to cleanse the rooms; and I brought back into them the articles of the house of God.”

Many preachers of the Gospel fall because of their children. They love their children more than Jesus. They are not prepared to deal drastically with sin in the lives of their family. Jesus said in Luke 14:26, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.” Preachers don't heed Jesus' words and therefore they fall. Jesus must be first in your life.

In a certain city four ministers came together to discuss the challenges which they face in their congregations. They were concerned that people came to them for counselling and confessed their sins, but they themselves did not counsel. So they agreed together that they should do it too.

The first one confessed that he smoked secretly to calm his nerves after a difficult day of preaching and counselling.

The second confessed that he would go and watch secular and immoral films at the cinema to relax.

Because of the other two confessing, the third plucked up courage and confessed terrible sins.

However, the fourth simply refused to confess anything. After waiting a while for him, one of the ministers went to door, locked it and said, “we all agreed that we would confess our sins one to another as the Bible teaches. We are not leaving until you confess, even if we should wait for the whole day and night.”

Eventually he agreed to confess his sin. He said that his sin was gossip and slander. In fact he couldn't wait to get out of that ministers' session to go and tell his wife and friends what the others confessed. It sure was a great relief for the others that his sin came to light!

Gossip is a terrible sin. If you are guilty of it, repent today.

Get rid of the Tobias in your life, even if he should have the biggest room. Unless Tobias is dealt with ruthlessly in your life and expelled, you will never experience revival. Bring back the things of God into His temple. Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.

