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“In Times Like These”

Sermon by Rev F Stegen, “My time has not yet come”, 6 March 2007

John 7:6, “Then Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready.””

We as Christians have made rules and regulations for ourselves so that we don't need the Lord anymore. We make our own plans and expect the Lord Jesus to bless it.

Jesus was in constant fellowship with God. He totally depended on His Father. That is also what should be the most important to us. We must be totally dependent upon the Lord.

Has the Lord Jesus become a spare-wheel to you?

When our car has a puncture, we get out the spare-wheel; but when all goes well, the spare-wheel is forgotten. It is not needed.

Many Christians treat the Lord Jesus in the same way. They only call on Him when they are in trouble – when there is sickness or death. But when all goes well, they forget about Him, for then they don't need Him.

Maybe you go to a showroom and see a beautiful dress, shoe, car, or suit and simply buy it without asking guidance from God. Without God's blessing that car, suit, dress or shoe won't be blessed. 

We live in a time where most people are very health-conscious. But very few pray and ask God's blessing on their food. They simply eat like the beasts of the field. However even our food won't be blessed without God's blessing. 

In South Africa we have one of the highest rates of accidents and violence in the world. When one hears of an accident one wonders whether they've asked God to be with them. The devil is out to destroy and kill. Without God's protection we are in the gravest of dangers.

Do you still ask God's protection as you go about your daily business?

Young people so easily do what they like. If they like to go into the world they go into the world. If a young man likes to marry he simply looks for the girl that appeals the most to him and gets married to her. They stand before the altar of God and expect God to bless their marriage! God is the perfect spare-wheel to them. Where are the young men who go on their knees and pray, "Lord You lead me into marriage and give me the one You have chosen for me.” No wonder most marriages even in the churches are unhappy and end in divorce.

Married people should cry to God to bless their children even while they are in the womb, for without God's blessing we are damned and our children are damned.

When your children come to you with a problem point them to God. Let them learn from an early age to hear from God and depend upon Him.

Your life is a letter for all to read. What do people read on your face and in your life? May they read the glory of God and not touchiness and worldliness. Your life should draw your family closer to Jesus and point them to Jesus. Your life must show the meekness and humbleness of our Lord Jesus Christ - where Christ becomes ever greater and you diminish. May you show forth and experience the holiness of God in your daily life and not just on Sunday. Depend totally on Jesus. Let Jesus be the first in your life.

We are His servants – the least and the servant of all. Jesus was a slave; He couldn't do anything without the will of His Master, His Father. That's a true slave. We must be slaves to our Master, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus sent us the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, to lead us into all the truth. Be careful not to grieve the Holy Spirit. Continually be guided by Him. He is not willing that one should be lost but that all should be saved. May He use us to bring into the fold the one who is lost.

Story of Howard Pittman, born 1928.

Howard Pitman was born in 1928.  When he was in his fifties, on the 3rd of August 1979, something happened to him.

While he was still young, he was a policeman, but later he left his career as a policeman and became a fulltime preacher.  He preached to prisoners, did personal evangelism, and preached to the street children (and these were very poor street children).  He took them into his own house.  His home was full of these children, sometimes 30 of them.  It was a great work.  This is how he fulfilled his commission as a minister.

In his old age he saw a need in society, and he wanted to influence the laws of this country. He entered into politics, trying to alter the laws of the country.

Four days before the election, his main artery burst and he was rushed to hospital.  They gave him blood transfusions but his condition didn't improve and they realized that he was going to die.  Later on he died.  For 15 minutes they tried to resuscitate him, and then he came back to life again.

That preacher then testified of his experience during those 15 minutes:  While he was dying, he heard a sweet voice saying, "Just relax.  Die in peace and let things go".  Suddenly he realized that it was the devil.  Then he entered into something like a tunnel.  It was pitch dark.  At the end of the tunnel was a great light.  He saw 2 different paths:  the one leading to death and the other to life.  Before him he saw a board with written words,  "It is appointed unto man once to die and after that judgment.”

He also heard a great Voice, the Voice of many waters, and thunder, saying:  “Your faith is dead.  All you have is in vain; it is worthless.  The life you lived was just a religious life, a life of going to church.  I cast away your life as an abomination from Me, like a pharisee.  You were a Laodicean Christian?  Millions live the life you lived and are in danger of eternal condemnation.”

Howard said,  "Lord, to whom are You saying this?  This cannot be said to me.  I am not a lukewarm Christian. I preached to all those children. I collected them from the streets and fed them.  I did many things for You, Lord.” Jesus remained quiet while he excused himself.   He continued, "Maybe You think I am somebody else."  Then Jesus said:  "You were worshiping your god, your idol.  Your god was yourself." 

God was merciful to him and healed him.  Today he is going from one congregation to the other, telling the people of his experience:  "If you do something, don't seek your own honour or that people think you are a good Christian."

Jesus has got to be the first.  We do it for Him and for His Name's sake and His honour and glory.  We are only servants of our Living Lord and Master.  We only propagate Jesus that people might see Jesus; and they have to see it in your life and my life.  May our ministry be such.

