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Growing problems in many Westernised societies

God’s Word is not respected and valued as it once was in many countries, where secular and antibiblical philosophies drag the culture and even the church away from the Bible.
The conference theme: “IN TIMES LIKE THESE” calls for Christians “to boldly speak the light of God’s truth into the gathering darkness.”

Bishop John C. Ryle once wrote:

‘One plague of our age is the widespread dislike to what men are pleased to call dogmatic theology.  In place of it, the idol of the day is a kind of jelly-fish Christianity,— a Christianity without bone, or muscle, or sinew,—without any distinct teaching about the atonement or the work of the Spirit, or justification, or the way of peace with God,—a vague, foggy, misty Christianity… You must consider everybody is right, and nobody is wrong.’

Bishop J.C. Ryle, Chapter VI: One Blood, The Upper Room, Banner of Truth, p. 99.

A perceptive secular writer this year observed:

‘…the doctrine of secularism has come to be the new religion.  Indeed, human rights law has been called by its proponents a ‘religion for a godless age’.  And it is being enforced with all the intolerant zeal of a medieval inquisition to become a secular fundamentalism.’            www.melaniephillips.com

Melanie Phillips, Liberal Britain turns out the lights, Daily Mail, 31 January, 2007.    
Moral Absolutes or moral relativism?
Is the Word of God true and authoritative or do human opinions rule?

The antidote to today’s “muddled thinking” is to return to Scripture; e.g. 2 Timothy 3:16.

“In times like these”, God is looking for the person who “trembles at My Word”—Isaiah 66:2.  For the Bible is “true from the beginning”—Psalm 119:160.

New Testament writers and Genesis

1. Jesus Christ—Matthew 19:4-5, Mark 10:6, Luke 11:49-51.  See also John 3:12, 5:44-47.

NT writers believed a young Earth!

Compare the Biblical timeline with the evolutionary timeline for the timing of man’s appearance on Earth.

The former places human beings ‘at the beginning’; the latter places man at the tail end of earth history.

Exodus 20:11 teaches a six day Creation—Jesus clearly believed this.

Compare also Acts 3:20-21 (Peter speaking), Luke 1:70 (Zecharias) and Romans 1:20 (Paul).

2. Paul—Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 15:21,22, 15:45

“We must assert that we believe in the being of one first man called Adam, and in one first woman called Eve.  We reject  any notion of a pre-Adamic man because it is contrary to the teaching of Scripture.  

We go on to assert that we must underline the fact of the historical fall of the first man, and that it happened in the way described in the third chapter of Genesis.  …You cannot play fast and loose with these facts without involving the inspiration of the apostles, and, ultimately, the person of our Lord.”    
D.M. Lloyd-Jones, What is an Evangelical?  The Banner of Truth Trust, 1992, p.74. 
3. Peter—2 Peter 3:3-6 and rest of chapter.

Evolution and Creation contrasted

EVOLUTION: Death, bloodshed, suffering (over millions of years) ( Man’s existence.

CREATION: Man’s actions (Genesis 3) ( Death and suffering.

This is crucially important to the Gospel message.  If death is not a consequence of Adam’s sin, the atoning work of Christ is robbed of its meaning and significance.

Consider the following verses in this light—1 Corinthians 15:25-26, Revelation 21:4, 22:3

The words of an atheist who understands the issue at stake!

‘It becomes clear now that the whole justification of Jesus' life and death is [based] on the existence of Adam and the forbidden fruit he and Eve ate.  Without the original sin, who needs to be redeemed? Without Adam's fall into a life of constant sin terminated by death, what purpose is there to Christianity? None.’

G. Richard Bozarth, “The Meaning of Evolution”, American Atheist, Sept. 20, 1979, P 30.

Recommended Resources

www.creationontheweb.com for thousands of free articles, helpful ‘Question & Answer’ page and online book store—plus much more.

Creation magazine—quarterly, full colour, God-honouring family magazine dealing with all aspects of Christian apologetics relating to the challenges of evolution, secular humanism and other ‘isms’ that threaten to weaken the church today.

15 Reasons to take Genesis as History, by Drs Don Batten and Jonathan Sarfati.

Refuting Compromise, by Dr Jonathan Sarfati.  Highly recommended for pastors.

DVD: Origins in the Modern World: Why it matters, Dr Carl Wieland.
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