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“In Times Like These”
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1Chron 12:32, “the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do”

In the previous message we briefly looked at the matter that the people of God had no understanding and discernment.

The word translated “understanding” is the Hebrew word “bîynâh”, and comes from the root Hebrew word “bîyn”.

In Neh 13:7 we read, “And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah”

Tobiah, the enemy of God's people, had a room in the temple, and yet God's people did not know what to say about it. They accepted it.

The word translated “understood” also comes from the root Hebrew word “bîyn”.

In Is 59:1, 2 we read, “Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.”

The words translated “separated between” are the Hebrew words “bâdal” and “bêyn” and once again comes from the root “bîyn”.

The word “bâdal” means to divide, separate, distinguish, differ, sever.

The meaning of “bîyn” is to distinguish, understand, discern between, be prudent.

Is 59:2 should be indelibly written on the heart of every child of God. When sin enters, the child of God cannot discern between right and wrong anymore and is separated from God.

In our day it is clear that the top leaders of many churches are unconverted, heathen men. They live and wallow in their sin, and prove it by their fruit. That's why they are prepared to marry homosexuals. Sodom and Gomorrah has a main room right in the churches!

In Matt 7:21-23 we read, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

When they sinned they were changed into another image and were no longer workers of Jesus but workers of iniquity.

Sin separates from God.

When Mary told Jesus at the wedding at Cana that the wine was finish (John 2), He replied, “Woman, what have I to do with thee? My hour has not yet come.” She was out of tune with God and could no longer discern. 

When Peter felt sorry for Jesus and rebuked Him that He should not go to the cross, Jesus answered, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”

The word translated “offense” is the Greek word “skandalon” and means a “trap stick”, “snare”, “an occasion of stumbling”. It is a trap so delicately set that one is caught by only touching it! Such a devilish trap Peter set for Jesus, because he was out of tune with God and allowed sin into his life.

Understand this child of God: If you open yourself to sin you become a satan. The moment you sin you “change the glory of the incorruptible God into the image of corruptible man” (Rom 1:23). You become carnal and think in humanistic ways.

We read of this humanistic, satanic wisdom in James 3:15, "this wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic."

If you are not completely dead, you will notice that when you become carnal, and you're unkind to your wife or colleagues something change inside. You're changed into the image of humanism, satanism.

A certain Baptist minister said, “We baptists do not believe that a Christian can backslide. We only practice it.”

God is not well-pleased with backsliders. Neither imagine that you will enter heaven in your backslidden state for Jesus clearly says in Matt 10:22,  "he that persevere to the end shall be saved." It's shocking that so few persevere to the end.

Jesus also said in John 14:23, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him."

His Words will judge you on Judgment day.

Do you claim to love Jesus? Then keep His Word. Repent in dust and ashes. Expose your sin. Bring it to light.

May God grant that none of us will be ashamed before Him.

