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THE URGENCY OF THE HOUR

BEING HEAVENLY MINDED

Rev Dany Hameau

Kwasizabantu Ministers’ Conference 2-4 March 2009

Reading the different passages of Scripture concerning the theme of our conference, these are the questions I asked myself: 

· Are we aware of the times we are living in? (Rom 13.11-12)

· What are the characteristics of a wise or unwise behavior?

· How can we best redeem the time, in view of eternity ?
· How can we remain watchful, without falling asleep spiritually? (Mat 25.5-6, 13 ; Luke 12.37)

It is obvious that the urgency of the hour requires us to carefully live our Christian life; this matters in the eyes of God more than we can imagine. 

This has something to do with faith. What then is faith? Faith is fixing our eyes on the invisible and believing the incredible in order to perform the impossible

We read in Heb. 11.10 that Abraham was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. And in Heb. 13.14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 

Paul might have had this thought in mind when he urged the Christians in Colosse. COL 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory
“The Christian life is a life "hidden with Christ in God," but it is still, as Paul explains, a life lived out on earth. The Christian must therefore give attention not only to his inward life with God but also to his outward relationship with his fellowman.”

“These four verses, then, point to the believer's union with Christ as the root of the whole Christian life. It is the point of departure and the source of power for all that he does.”
“To set the heart on (zeteite; lit., "seek") things above is to desire and to strive for those things. It is to see to it that one's interests are centered in Christ, that one's attitudes, ambitions, and whole outlook on life are molded by Christ's relation to the believer, and that one's allegiance to him takes precedence over all earthly allegiances. The verb is a present imperative, suggesting a continuing action: "Keep on seeking" and setting your heart and your mind on things above

Setting the heart on things above (v. 1) may be descriptive of the aim, the practical pursuit of the Christian life. Setting the mind (v. 2) on things above may refer more to inner disposition. Lightfoot comments, "You must not only seek heaven; you must also think heaven" … “This, of course, does not mean withdrawal from all the activities of this world to engage only in contemplation of eternity and heaven. The verses that follow make it quite clear that Paul expected Christians to maintain normal relationships in this world. "But," as Barclay explains, "there will be this difference -- from now on the Christian will see everything in the light and against the background of eternity.... He will no longer live as if this world was all that mattered; he will see this world against the background of the large world of eternity" (p. 177).

"Earthly things" are not all evil, but some of them are. Even things harmless in themselves become harmful if permitted to take the place that should be reserved for the things above. In the present passage "earthly things" may be understood to include wealth, worldly honor, power, pleasures, and the like. To make such things the goal of life and the subject of preoccupation is unworthy of those who have been raised with Christ and look forward to sharing in his eternal glory.

We must keep our feet on earth and our heart in heaven! We must not forget our citizenship is first in heaven, secondly on this earth.

Jesus said to The teachers of the law and the Pharisees "You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.”

What are the motivations for these actions (3:3, 4)?

One motive for seeking and setting the mind on things above is the believer's union with Christ in death and in resurrection … so our lives are indeed "hidden with Christ in God." This suggests not only that the believer's life is secure, but also that it belongs in a very real and profound sense to the invisible spiritual realm. 

The scriptures have a lot to tell us about heaven, more than enough to convince us that Heaven is the best place in the world to live! Provided we do not forget that Jesus is coming soon!

We are to be heavenly minded:  I suggest this is the urgency of the hour!

Setting one’s heart and mind on things above leads us to be heavenly minded, that is to say to cultivate a new frame of mind opposed to being earthly minded

RO 8:5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

BEING HEAVENLY MINDED

· Is the calling of every child of God

· Is a mindset which initiates a new style of living

· Should be our preoccupation today, here on earth and not only for the hereafter!

· Is God’s program not only during the eternal state, but right now because God’s strategy is to PROMOTE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM IN THE WORLD THROUGH THE LOCAL CHURCH

I believe the best place to get ready for heaven is the local church. The local church should give us a foretaste of heaven.
BEING HEAVENLY MINDED MEANS

1 – LIVING IN THE AWARENESS OF GOD’S GLORY (v 4)

2 – LIVING IN THE AWARENESS OF CHRIST’S HOLINESS AND ITS IMPLICATIONS (v 5-11,17a)

3 – RECEIVING AND OFFERING LOVE FROM ABOVE (v 12-14)

4 – BEING FULLY SATISFIED WITH THE JOY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (v 16-17)

5 – LIVING IN UNITY AND HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER (v 12-15, 18-4.1)

BEING HEAVENLY MINDED MEANS… knowing that the day will come when we will no longer need to say the Lord’s Prayer!

WE WILL NO LONGER NEED TO PRAY
FOR

Our Father in heaven
We will be in His presence




hallowed be your name,
Everyone will acclaim His holiness




your kingdom come
We will be reigning with Him




your will be done
Everybody will obey Him perfectly




Give us today our daily bread
He will have met every unsatisfied need




Forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors
We will sin no more 

And no one will ever sin against us again




lead us not into temptation,

  but deliver us from the evil one
We will no longer be tempted by anything or anyone

And the devil will be cast out in the lake of fire for ever




As children of God, we are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ : 

we are invited to take part in Christ’s eternal reign

1 – Being heavenly minded means LIVING IN THE AWARENESS OF GOD’S GLORY (v 4)

Col 3.4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

Ps 29.9 In his temple all cry “Glory”! 

You remember in Solomon’s temple 2 chr 14 the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the temple of God.

Ezekiel saw Ezec 10.4 the glory of the LORD rising from above the cherubim and moving to the threshold of the temple. The cloud filled the temple, and the court was full of the radiance of the glory of the LORD.
PS 50:2 From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.

PS 145:5 They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty,

· Linked to his perfection, the glory of God is the expression of his very being, the manifestation of the excellence of all his attributes which irradiates the whole environment

The glory of heaven has something unusual and unimaginable PS 145:3 his greatness no one can fathom: 

1 Co 2.9 No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"

· The presence of God is awe-inspiring: we have more than enough to be filled with wonder at God’s glory! In the kingdom of God, reality reaches beyond fiction!

Rev 21.10-11 John saw the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal

ISA 60:1 "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.

· God wants us to be partakers of His glory = 1 Thess 2.12 God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

Col 1.27 Christ in you, the hope of glory 

· If our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, shouldn’t God’s glory shine in and through us?

Heaven is where God’s glory shines forth = 

(1) The local church is supposed to make God’s presence visible and manifest God’s glory.

2 – Being heavenly minded means LIVING IN THE AWARENESS OF CHRIST’S HOLINESS AND ITS IMPLICATIONS (v 5-11,17a)

COL 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,

In Eph 4.1 which introduces the practical section following the theological section of his epistle to the Ephesians, Paul spells out his main exhortation “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” = related to this central thought, Paul explains what a life worthy of the calling we have received looks like in the following verses 

· 1 – Walking in unity (4.1-16) : unity within diversity (1-6), diversity within unity (7-11), walking in Christian maturity (12-16)

· 2 – Walking in holiness (4.17-5.21)

· 3 – Walking in harmony (5.22-6.9), as husband and wife (22-23), as parents and children (6.1-4), as masters and slaves (6.5-9)

· 4 – Walking and fighting spiritual warfare (6.10-20)

Walking in holiness (4.17-5.21) = How change is made possible

The secret of sanctification according to Paul: saying no to the will of the flesh and yes to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Doing so, we will not only be pleasing the Lord but at the same time, we will be a real blessing to our mates, relatives, neighbors and coworkers.

· Put off falsehood and speak truthfully (25)

· Master your anger without giving the devil a foothold (26-27)

· Do not steal but share with those in need (28)

· No killing words but helpful words for building others up (29-30)

· No to bitterness, yes to a compassionate and forgiving spirit (4.31-5.2)

· No hint of sexual immorality, but rather a thankful attitude for the sacredness of sex (5.3-7)

· Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather walk in the light (8-14)

· No foolish behavior, but a wise and mature behavior (15-17)

· No to the fleshly debauchery, yes to the fullness of the Spirit (18-21)

Heaven is a protected place where Rev 21.17 says Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
· The holiness of God is awesome 

PS 65:4 Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts! We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple.

The first Christians in the primitive church were fully aware of Christ’s holiness and its dramatic implications (Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira)   3 “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit… You have not lied to men but to God.”
· The minimum service which the local church is supposed to offer is to put a name on sin and to offer the grace of Jesus Christ to repenting sinners.

Eph 1.4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
1 Peter 1.15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

We are called to be holy because Christ is holy.   

HEB 12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord
Heaven is where Christ’s holiness is manifested = 

(2) The local church is supposed to be a training center where we are taught how to practice God’s will

and how to make the difference between holiness and sin

3 – Being heavenly minded means RECEIVING AND OFFERING LOVE FROM ABOVE (v 12-14)

COL 3:12-14 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity

1 John 4.8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
JN 13.34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

In Eph 3.17-19, Paul prays that 17 Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
In the family, as in the local church, we are to learn to build strong and meaningful relationships. The NT is full of the “one another” exhortations: bearing with one another; serving one another; maintaining unity with one another; promoting mutual edification.

1CO 13:13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love
Heaven is the place where everybody loves everybody = 

(3) The local church is supposed to be a place where we learn how to love one another 

and how to cope with different people

4 – Being heavenly minded means BEING FULLY SATISFIED WITH THE JOY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (v 16-17)

COL 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

= being thankfull

Rom 14.17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,
Paul needed to write to the Christians in Rome who were overly concerned about issues such as: a Christian not being allowed to eat meat or regarding one day as more sacred than another. Paul let them know that to be concerned with such trivial matters is to miss completely the essence of Christian living.

Do not let the letter of the law extinguish the spirit of grace!  
· The Holy Spirit is always promoting real joy for the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace.

PS 16:11 You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

PS 36:8-9 They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights. 9 For with you is the fountain of life; 
· Joy is a major theological motive in the Old Testament prophets = 

ISA 25:6-9 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine-- the best of meats and the finest of wines. ISA 25:7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; ISA 25:8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. ISA 25:9 In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation."

  ISA 65:17-19 "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.

· Joy is linked with forgiveness: the more we repent, the more we rejoice!

In Psalm 51.12 , David in repentance, prayed: Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

· We are fully satisfied in Christ

Col 2.10 you have been given fullness in Christ = we are fully satisfied in Him who is perfectly sufficient for us.

1 Thes 1.6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.
Eph 5.18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 

· Paul says in Eph 5.19-21 = four things happen when one is filled with the Holy Spirit: 

1. We speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

2. We sing and make music in our heart to the Lord, 

3. We always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

4. We submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Heaven is where we experience the joy of the Holy Spirit = 

(4) The local church is supposed to be a place where we celebrate our God with the joy of the Holy Spirit

5 – Being heavenly minded means LIVING IN UNITY AND HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER (v 12-15, 18-4.1)

COL 3:12-15 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.

Col 3.18-4.1 18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism. COL 4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.
Eph 4 1 I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

1 - Walking in unity (4.1-16) ; unity within diversity (1-6), diversity within unity (7-11), walking in Christian maturity (12-16)

· 2 – Walking in holiness (4.17-5.21)

3 – Walking in harmony (5.22-6.9), as husband and wife (22-23), as parents and children (6.1-4), as masters and slaves (6.5-9)

· 4 – Walking and fighting spiritual warfare (6.10-20)

In heaven, the high priestly prayer of our Lord in John 17 will be fully answered: 

· we shall all be one, just as the Father is in the Son and the Son in the Father (21) 

· the Son will be in us and we shall be brought to complete unity… (22-23)

· We shall be with Christ and share his glory (24)

Heaven is where we live in unity and harmony = 

(5) The local church is supposed to be a place where we experience reconciliation with one another

CONCLUSION

(The urgency of the hour): BEING HEAVENLY MINDED MEANS

1 – Being heavenly minded means LIVING IN THE AWARENESS OF GOD’S GLORY (v 4)

Heaven is where God’s glory shines forth = 

The local church is supposed to make God’s presence visible and manifest God’s glory
2 – Being heavenly minded means LIVING IN THE AWARENESS OF CHRIST’S HOLINESS AND ITS IMPLICATIONS (v 5-11,17a)

Heaven is where Christ’s holiness is manifested = 

The local church is supposed to be a training center where we are taught how to practice 

God’s will and how to make the difference between holiness and sin

3 – Being heavenly minded means RECEIVING AND OFFERING LOVE FROM ABOVE (v 12-14)

Heaven is the place where everybody loves everybody = 

The local church is supposed to be a place where we learn how to love one another 

and how to cope with different people

4 – Being heavenly minded means BEING FULLY SATISFIED WITH THE JOY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (v 16-17)

Heaven is where we experience the joy of the Holy Spirit = 

The local church is supposed to be a place where we celebrate our God with the joy of the Holy Spirit

5 – Being heavenly minded means LIVING IN UNITY AND HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER (v 12-15, 18-4.1)

Heaven is where we live in unity and harmony = 

The local church is supposed to be a place where we experience reconciliation with one another

