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“The urgency of the hour”

Sermon by Rev Ernst Tanner from Helimission, 3 March 2009, 19.00

Some facts about “the urgency of the hour”.

1) Man was made for eternity but because of sin our time is very short.

Some live as if they will live here for eternity, but time is running out.

Moses prays in Ps 90 that God would teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

No clock runs backwards. Time is unmerciful. There is no way back. God warns us.

In Matt 16:3 we read, "you know the seasons, but the times you cannot discern".

God expects us to know the time on His watch.

Israel has become a state long ago. There is continual war. There are enemies all around. Iran wants to wipe out Israel with an atomic bomb. They've experienced numerous attempts to wipe them out by their enemies around them. The UN recently agreed to condemn Israel for defending themselves from Hamas. The US is turning more pro-Palestinian.

Resession is world-wide. Unemployment is growing.

There is talk about a world currency, a one world government, uniting governments.

2) The sign of missions. Jesus said that this Gospel must be preached to all nations, Matt 24:14.

The end will not come till every tribe had been reached with the Gospel.

When we started Helimission with one helicopter I had only 37h flying experience and I was 47 years old learning to fly. Today we have 9 helicopters fully paid without debt. We only thank God for that. 

There are still many tribes that are unreached with the Gospel. But before a tribe can be reached we must translate into that language.

In Papua we experienced five tribes in different valleys experiencing revival. They brought their spears and arrows with blood on them to be burnt for Christ had changed their hearts. Only the Gospel can change hearts. It is a testimony to what God can do.

3) Sign of the kingdom of God, Matt 25. Five of the virgins were wise and five were foolish. When God speaks about numbers He means numbers. That means half of us are wise and five foolish. To which half do you belong?

They also had vessels beside their lamps. Half of them were filled and half were empty. We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit. In the Greek it means to be filled continually, again and again.

All these were very serious young ladies, all clothed in white. The only problem is that half of them had empty vessels. We could be very serious to be white and neglect to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

They all fell asleep like Laodicea. Feasting in stead of fasting. Entertainment in stead of prayer. Then there was a cry, "the Bridegroom comes". Why a cry? Why not a halelujah? They realised something was wrong and they needed revival.

Then came the hour of truth, "our lamps are going out". So they ran to buy oil for themselves. Then came the fatal delay, and they arrived back at the wedding hall before closed doors with their lamps burning and clothes white. But they heard the hardest words ever, "I do not know you". The word for 'know' used here, in the Greek language refers to knowing deeply, intimately. Yes they were virgins but did not abide in Christ (John 15), they did not know Him intimately.

May we strive to know our Lord deeply and intimately. That cannot be done in five minutes but requires prayer and meditation and fellowship with Him day by day.

