KwaSizabantu Ministers' Conference – 2-4 March 2009

“The urgency of the hour”
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1Pet 4:17

" For the time is come that judgement must begin at the house of God"

It is not wrong to pray for the lost to be saved and work for their salvation, but let us not start there. We must start with ourselves the servants of God.

When Jesus wrote to the churches to correct their ways He addressed the letter to the leader of the church. So too God starts with us preachers.

A certain preacher was troubled about his congregation and his youth for they did not live as they ought and the people didn't get saved. He knew he desperately needed a revival. He heard of a man of God far away whom God used mightily and decided to visit him for two weeks and learn from him.

So he travelled to that country and visited that man and told him why he came. The man of God answered him that he needn't stay two weeks but could go back right away for the answer was simple. He said, "when you get home, go into your study, close the door, take a chalk and draw a circle around you and pray 'oh God work and start within this circle." The man was taken aback and felt hurt for he felt that the problem wasn't with him but with the people in his church. But then he decided to take the advise and God showed him his own sin. As he sorted out his own life God started to work and people started to get saved and the lives of the church-goers started to change too as they made restitution with each other and sorted out their lives. God started to work and revival broke out.

We tend to blame others while the problem is with us. Jesus said, "first take out the log out of your own eye before you try to take out the splinter out of the eye of your brother".

Yes you preach and you preach the truth but what is it like in your own life. Someone once said to a preacher, "you preach exceptionally well, like few other preachers, but unfortunately your life preaches even louder than your words and I cannot hear what you say". When Jesus preached we read that He spoke with authority for His life supported His preaching.

Of the others Jesus said, "do what they say but don't do as they do". They spoke the truth but did not practice what they preached. How is it in your life, brother.

If you don't want to be ashamed before the Lord make sure your life is right.

1Tim 4:16, "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine ... for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee". Note God's order, first pay close attention to yourself that you live right, do right and live in the light and then to the doctrine. As God said of Abraham, "For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him." (Gen 18:19)

May we be a good example, filled with the Holy Spirit, know God intimately that He might work in revival power. Let us not quench the Holy Spirit that His Name might be glorified.

When God points at something in your life obey quickly that He might work.

