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Helping hands turn land into fields of abundance

COLLEEN DARDAGAN

LOCAL
government officials,
O Mayor nor
municipal manager,

buta thriving community
which offers a blueprint of how
country towns and economies
could and should run.

Perched at the start of
KwaZulu-Natal's Valley
of a Thousand Hills, the
KwaStzabantu Mission is a hive
of activity as hundreds of
people go about the business of
meeting the needs of the poor.

Hothouses filled with red,
green and yellow peppers for
‘Woolworths, a vast spring
water bottling plant, a factory
which produces one of South
Africa’s most successful dairy
brands, a shop selling locally
grown produce and home-
baked German breads and
pastries, a school, a clinke, n
church, a bank ATM and evena
landing strip for the mission's
small atreraft.

However, unlike the
mayority of KwaZuluNatal's
country towns, in this remote
rural mission town there aren’t
any weeplng sewernge pipes,
pllos of litter or potholed roads.

Instend, an air of prosperity
pervades the brightly coloured
and nontly kept nelghbouring
villages, where weeded
vogetable gardens abound and
livestock grizes.

Thousands of folk come to
the clinic for spiritual and
physical help on a monthly
basis, more buy their supplies
it the shop and many more

to KwaZuhs-Natal's rural
concems, When the call came

pushed on to the back bumer.

THE HighRoad Board is keen to promote solutions
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everything else was

The mission is intemationally renowned for its
success in developing a blueprint for economic

Simple yet effective, Stegen's model works on
what he terms “Iving according to how God
commanded in the Bible’, When you see people
npﬂu‘yout!lpﬂlmuﬂmywmﬂtyare

attend church on a Sundn). and
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Erlo Stegen's vi.lhnwlmu
God the Bible.

poor,
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if they are

lch means
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helped”, is the result of the Rev

hungry, feed them. You can
preach the best sermons, but

We're living in paradise. ..

MOSES, but, with a German

accent. There's no other way to

describe the 76-yearold Rev

| Erlo Stegen, founder and
driving force behind the
sucocssful KwaSizabantu
Mission, near Greytown.

But that wasn't always the
case, as he writes in his book,
Revival Among the Zulus.

“When God called me to

| preach the gospel, Imms?d. My
motio was, “Money firs
rest later.™

But he always loved to grow
things. “When I caune to this
forgotten place - Maghoko -
and the people told me they

| were hungry T sald, ‘But why?
You are living in paradise.”

He turns to a story to make
| his point. “Two lovers were
sitting on a bench in the park.
The young man says to his love,
“If only 1 had a thousand arms
| 801 could wrap them around
| you and hold you close tomy
heart.' The young women
replies, ‘Instead of asking fora
thousand arms why don’t you
Just use the two you have?”

“The people bere,” he says,
sweeping his arms to

encompass the uThukela valley,
“are living in paradise. All they
need to do is use their own two
‘hands to plant and tend their

rdens, just as God intended.
Weare living in Africa - no one
should o

starve.’

At the lunch table ho doesn't
it still, always checking to
‘make sure everyone has
enough to cat and drink. And
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unless you are living it. it's of
nouse.”
Starting out with a small

freehold land used for intensive

d In KZN, social
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THE HighRoad page appears in The Mercury every Wednesday.
Stories cover a wide range of ssues relating mainly to

initiatives, economic
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over the world and from

bottlesof hom  Produced onsite, adairy and blueprint, a solution for South
mi" Jal yoghun prodm:unn p]unt and a  Africa’s rural poor: The key
year... the bakery bakes a Alcsed H
minimum of 400 loaves of water and julce for the localand  community labouring selflessly
Eodd sy pasta twilan International markes... in the service of those less
A simple, effective fortunate than themselves,

‘Thanks to uBaba, we have our pride agam

produce which we market and
sell on their behalf.

“Ultimately this pmk.-ct has
to be self sustaining and any
money paid out by
KwaSizabantu for this project
has to be repaid,” says Witthoft,

Thatheni , who
heads a second nummumtv

, says thelr aim is to
;v;on'mnmuy become commercial
growers. “During winter we

harvested many vegetables. We
kept half for ourselves and sold
the rest. This is the first time
we have been able to afford our
own seedlings and seeds to
t in our vegetable garden

kneel before in respect, tosit TWO YEARS ago, thedirector  our gardens went down, It was
still long enough to take his of the thriving KwaSizabantu abott three years we couldn't
photograph. Mission, Erlo Stegen, Erow our vegetables.”

Born a South African, of toa call to continue None of the women have
Germnndmzm tall, enigmatic f.bmur!m'acanadim nhusbands and Gama alone is
Stegen seer until y deep in the lush. eligible for a pension while one
hespnhslihlsdxdnumm bush on the banks of the other is collecting the R250

17 grandchildren and his late uThukela River social grant for her three
wife, Kny Today, what was left to children. “Most of the children

“Tears well as he tells of her crumble and decay is now we look after are not ours, their
long fight with cancer: llect the. |

"Mywﬂ‘eumamherwuh hundreds of deep ruralpeople.  they take the money.
vast experience. She helpsd Don Dume worked for many Whmmﬂsmum
start our school and our years among the Maghoko ‘who had worked alongside
teachers’ college. We had no valley clans, He built a schoal Dume since childhood and was
funds. Our first and successfully started a enrolled at the KwaSizabantu
‘were scrapped number of community Missjon school, then

“Here we g pands for help.
started with a pre-school and But, about five years ago, as Ralph Witthoft, who now
kindergarten. If people are the s manages the growing and
educated they will never go e felt compelled to return to thriving Maghoko
i w0 weeds grow Development Project, takes up

Impatient to get back to unchecked and choked the the story “The Rev Stegen came

firmlypusheshis  gardens and the people, who down here about two years ago
bbush hat on his head, and ‘ad looked to him for direction,  and consulted with the tribal
'makes for the door, leaving his simply “sat down™. dmmmrmw was
right-hand man, Jerome Sibisl. Dinksiwe Gama, leaderof a  for the inkosi
tofill in any detail. ‘band of 13 women who the mission to cultivate.

Sibisi, however, can only collectively support 44 children  Initially they gave us a very
manage one sentence. “Thatis  from their community garden,  small piece of land which has
agreat man of God.” he said the small water pumps now been extended to 17ha. Wo
whistles, and shakes hishead.  supplied by Dume broke. “We have tested various fruit trees
“He really ‘had no money to fix them, so and vegetables.., Absolutely

to funding from
We want to get big,” shems.
mmnmwm N ety
everything grows - Installing frrigation pipes KZN Department of
Witthoft said the tribal and a bigcentral waterpump,  Agriculture, Stegen had kept
elders had asked them tocreate  was next on the to<o list, but hls.‘ e
work. “That's very difficult ina electricity remained a In 1996 they (
plnce as this, so we hall ity hasonly  gover They
try to make sure the crops are Just arrived. We pald Eskom promised us water and
very weean R750000 to install the lines, electricity. We got nothing.
employ as many of the local otherwise it would never have Smm&umt:m
We have also helped to came our n
m“mmu:..-ﬂ o hy asleep at school because their
and once we start with gardens which are now notonly  stomachs are full. We have
ing food for the families nnne)r‘nndwahmwrpdtln

pineapples we expect that to go
uplnabmlm"hesabd.

providi
who work in them, butexcess  again.



