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Deaw Friends,

We aire at the end of another year and so- muchy
has happened during 2002, at such ov pace
and withv great victory from the Lovd.

Allow me to- share just 4 of these important
milestones - a 50" celebration of ministry, the
passing away of my dear wife, the December
Youth Conference;,; and the working of the Lord
at Malelane...
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As you probably know, Kay became ill with cancer about 6
years ago. In November she deteriorated and the doctors
informed us of the seriousness of her condition. One doctor
had asked her if she was afraid to die. "No, I'm not afraid to
die; I'm only concerned about how my family will get on
without me," was her reply. The night before her death, one of
my daughters overheard her saying, "They'll be fine". The
Lord had spoken to her that she should not worry about us. 1
underwent a minor operation to my foot (which after 50 years
of preaching had showed signs of wear and tear). Having
returned from Pretoria where I had been for a few hours to
have my cast replaced, I found Kay very weakened and yet
able to praise God (often saying "Lord, I love You" when she
was struggling for breath). Early on the morning of the 26"
November she told me that I should get some rest since I had
hardly slept for two nights. When she insisted that I should
sleep a bit I said to the others (my brother Heino and his wife
were also with us) that they should wake me if there was any
change in her condition. It seemed like moments later when
my daughter Ruth shook me awake and said: "Mama is calling you and saying, "The King is
coming'." I hobbled to her bedside and held her hand. She repeated excitedly, "The King is
coming", and then finally, with a beaming face, "He's come!". These were her last words to me as
she slipped into unconsciousness and died at 17:50 later that afternoon.

What a privilege to have had a wonderful wife like Kay. She was such a help to me, and the
children and I will miss her very much.

The funeral, held on Sunday 1 December, was full of joy and glorious victory (read more and see
photos on our website at: http://www.ksb.org.za/Summary/20021201 _need.htm). We were
honoured to have a family friend, Dr M.G. Buthelezi, the Minister of Home Affairs, attend the
funeral and share precious words of comfort.

1 had always maintained that it would be better for a husband to die first, for a widow can handle
life easier than a widower. However, I've come to see this differently and now praise God for
taking my wife first, for allowing me to experience her victorious death where she was met, not by
angels, but by the King Himself.

:

Kwas izabantu Youthv Conferesnce: s- 13 vecember 2002

The bi-annual Youth Week is always a very special time on the KwaSizabantu calender. Despite
. my foot operation the Lord enabled me to preach almost
every day. I had a special stool that was placed on the
pulpit where I could sit and speak. I have improved from
going in a wheelchair at my wife's funeral to using
crutches to walking to the pulpit without assistance.
1 am thankful for the co-workers and many other
volunteers who rendered vital assistance in the countless
aspects that need to be organised for a conference of this
magnitude - transport, registration, dorm
accommodation, crowd control etc. etc. It was a great
blessing to have two visiting preachers to share in the
ministry. Rev Bill Bathman and Rev Joseph Chauke have

Bill Bathman & interpreter, Robert Maphanga,
illustrate Samson
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vears and they brought wonderful messages
which the young people appreciated greatly.
The theme, "Come, let us reason together..."
(Isaiah 1:18), was very conducive to powerful
sermons by all preachers.
1t is not often that rural and township children
get the chance to hear a live classical concert.
On Sunday afternoon at 14:30 the young
people listened to a three hour rendering of
Hiindel's Messiah, complete with orchestra,
Hundreds leave their seats to go to the altar mass choir and soloists. (To read more about
this event, go to the KwaSizabantu website.)
The fantastic performance, directed by the well-known KwaZulu-Natal conductor Lutz
Kohrs, was thoroughly enjoyed by the children and the many other visitors who came
for the performance.
Please continue to pray for the children as they return to their increasingly depraved
environment which is full of temptation, crime and the danger of sexual abuse (it is
estimated that one out of every five girls in South Africa is likely to be raped and very
likely to contract Aids too).

’

50 YearsiwMinistry

This year has been a very special year for me
since it is 50 years ago that I began preaching.
The co-workers organised a special function
which took place over two days on 12 and 13
October: Many thousands from the various
KwaSizabantu branches as well as other friends
of the Mission attended and praised the Lord
together with me for keeping me during these
past five decades. Some of my colleagues and
relatives reminisced about the earlier years,
especially the time of the outpouring of God's
Spirit in 1966 at Mapumulo. Six different sets of
slides of photographs from my childhood till now
were shown on Saturday night.

Footnote by Friedel Stegen:

‘We were privileged to have the Premier of KwaZulu-Natal, Dr Lionel Mtshali, in our midst
during the celebration. He read a speech from the Minister of Home Affairs, Dr M.G.
Buthelezi: "Looking back on the past 50 years, there can be no doubt that Reverend Stegen
has left his mark on the communities in South Africa. Through his diligent work at
KwaSizabantu Mission, many lives have been changed."

In his own speech the Premier said: "/t is through God's grace that Rev Erlo Stegen has
preached for so many years from Kwasizabantu. It is very rare that a person has a sustained
faith especially in the materialistic times we live in. Rev Stegen's preaching touched many
souls throughout South Africa and the world. He is a shining example of what Gospel
preaching is all about. He has not led blind faith but has lived in every way by every
conceivable example that which he preaches. By any standards, five decades is a long time.
Today we commend the example of Rev Stegen's preaching. We are witnesses to the fruits of
his preaching in the men and women who have dedicated their lives to noble callings."
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KwaSizabantu's ministry is in Malelane (Schulzendal) in

the province of Mpumalanga. It was there that God called |

me to fulltime service originally. We now have a new

mission station there and have seen a fresh breeze of the

Holy Spirit's working: people not wanting to leave the

services, a conviction of sin, and people turning to the

Lord. There are teams from KwaSizabantu who stay at the

centre and minister to the areas around them. They have

spoken at many schools and have enjoyed wide open

doors for the spreading of the Gospel.

We left out the youth from that area during the July and NSRS
December Youth Weeks here, because of that branch WOV TVTS T P e 5 8 gy
where we can hold a Youth Conference for them §

separately. This is what happened during the weekend of

20 to 22 September and about 3,000 young people from

the area attended.

Malelane Youth Conference, September '02

Ministers Conference insert

Please take note of the pamphlet which has been included with this newsletter
(if you received it by mail), which you could use to invite pastors and Christian
workers to the KwaSizabantu Ministers' Conference (3 - 6 March 2003, D.V,).

Finally, don't let this Chwistmas be "just another
Christmas’. May it be very special for yow and your
family as yow renew your commitiment to-the King of
kings and enjoy His blessings and victory inthe New
Yeaw of 2003.

My sermon this Sundoy was from the text in Genesis
5:21-22 about walking withe God;, and this is my proyer
for yow - that the reality of walking withv God will ber
ever freshvond alive inv your life.

InHis service

X





