Thoughts about the funeral from Fano Sibisi

As you can imagine, I couldn't attend my "Matron's" funeral service, but I was very privileged to listen to all the proceedings through a special connection made possible by Johannes Wunderlich, Marius Gouws and team. 

To those dear brothers, thanks so much once more! 

The magnitude of what the Lord has done through the passing away of Mama is overwhelming. I believe that only eternity will reveal to us the full impact of what happened in these days. 

Judging by who all came (and I saw only some of them) one had to bow and admit once more that as high as the heavens are above the earth, so are God's ways above ours. 

It's common to hear lovely things being said about a deceased person, but there are times when the testimony is accompanied by power that is almost electrifying. This was the case with Mama's life story as shared by different people. 

Those of you who are familiar with Baba's (Rev Erlo Stegen) wrestling with God for revival will remember that one of the areas the Lord highlighted to him was his relationship to the Blacks. God wanted him to be a servant of all people, including the Blacks, and that in the mid 60's in South Africa! Spiritual victory was won when he finally submitted to the Lord. From then he was prepared to "carry the suitcase for the Black man." 

Let me repeat what I have said before. Baba has indeed served our nation. Over the years, however, I have wondered if there is any White man who enjoys and commands as much respect as he does amongst my people. He confronts us with truth like no other, but like it was said of another man of God, we accept it from him because we know beyond any shadow of doubt that he loves us. 

This is just one aspect of what happened today that made a deep impression on me. The support Baba and his family got from the highest leadership of our people bore testimony to the place he has in their hearts - from members of the Zulu Royal family, amakhosi (chiefs), politicians, clerics etc. to the rank and file. 

The Honourable Prince, Dr Buthelezi, Minister of Home Affairs in the South African government expressed very eloquently and with deep feeling how the dedication of Baba and Mama has impacted on the whole nation. (I believe that the full text of his tribute will be available on the KwaSizabantu website) 

As I lay in my bed listening to the service I was moved to tears as I listened to Baba speaking at Mama's funeral. There he was again, the man that won my admiration when as a teenager I heard him speak with such authority at his wedding in 1972. My heart was warmed by his honest account of God's victory even in this sad hour. 

His plea with the White people of our country echoed what was burning in my heart. He told the Whites that Blacks are not their enemies, but friends who will lay their lives down for one. I liked the way he qualified that. In essence he repeated the wise words of the old men who had advised King Solomon. They told Rehoboam, his son, to love and serve the people, and they in turn would always serve him. 

I believe that this is one of the keys to Baba and Mama's success to winning over a whole nation. (How I wish I more of my people would understand that this truth applies both ways!). 

So when Mama died, it was almost shouted from mountain to mountain, and the people poured in. The very thought that Baba's Mama was gone touched a chord within them that could not be resisted. They had to be at Baba and the family's side. 

I believe that once again we saw with our own eyes the truth of what the Lord said: 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal." (John 12:24-25)
Some people might find it difficult to grasp the extent to which this dear couple went to serve others, but the fruit proves our Lord's point. 
It is worth it!
A blessed week.
Pressing on
