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Girls Camp at Pelindaba 25 – 29 June 2007

From 25 to 29 June a camp was held for a group of 32 girls at Pelindaba Mission, our branch in Gauteng.  Rev Waldemar Engelbrecht, his wife Susan, Craig and Liesel Engelbrecht hosted the camp and a team from KwaSizabantu (Zanele Bhengu, Ntombi Mgidi and Bruno Hlongwane) joined them to help with preaching and counselling.

The young girls were all from an orphanage in Atteridgeville near Pretoria, called Kingdom Life Children’s Centre.  This centre was started in 1999 by Mr Calvin & and his wife Silvia Magoba who felt led by God to care for these homeless children.  They started by inviting these children into their own home, and later on when the need got bigger, they arranged with the local authorities and got a bigger place to make a home for the children.  Most of these children, both boys and girls 4 years old and older, have gone through difficult experiences.  Many of them have been abused and neglected.  Some are from other African countries such as the DRC and Burundi.  Now they have a home and parents to look after them and love them.

Christina Ngendikumama from Burundi is an example of what some of these children have been through:  Both her parents were killed during the war.  She, her brother and sister were rejected by their relatives on both sides.  Christina is 14 years old now and told us that she left her home country when she was 12 years old, her sister 13 years old and their brother 14.  They left their home country in December 2004 and arrived in South Africa in July 2005.  At times they slept in the forest without food but succeeded to reach South Africa and were put into the children’s centre in Atteridgeville.

Mr and Mrs Magoba expressed the need of the children to know more about God and approached Rev Engelbrecht to arrange services for them and so a camp was held at Pelindaba Mission from 25 – 29 June, firstly for all the girls.

The Word of God brought a big change in the lives of these girls.  The Word was preached and after each girl had received her own Bible from the Gideons, they were taught how to study the Bible and seek the Lord’s face and get to know His ways.  In the evenings Christian films were shown to the girls to encourage them to put their trust in God.  They asked many questions about different concerns which they have and about the Bible.

Some other interesting activities were arranged where the girls were taught how to bake, sew, paint, and do pottery.  Ladies from Pretoria and Johannesburg who are part of the Pelindaba congregation assisted in these activities.  How proud these girls were when they left with all the articles which they had made and the cookies they had baked!

It was difficult to part with these girls on the last day and they also expressed the desire to have more teachings about God at future similar occasions.

In the week following that one, Rev Engelbrecht and his wife brought 8 of the boys to the Youth Conference at KwaSizabantu Mission, where they also could hear the Lord’s Word and be helped spiritually.
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