Excerpt from address given by Prof Mlay from World Vision at KwaSizabantu, 9 Dec 2007

I stand here representing the World Vision International President and World Vision International Board.  As you have been told World Vision works in about 100 countries of the world. The ministry of World Vision touches directly about 10 million young people and their communities every year.

When the founder of World Vision passed away in 1978 the International Board of World Vision decided that there should be something that would remind us every year of the work that he did.

Bob Pierce was an evangelist and a war correspondent in Korea during the war in 1950. And while he was doing his work he was touched by the needs of the orphans and the children as a result of the Korean war. And as he saw the suffering of these children he prayed to God and said, 'let the things that break the heart of God break my heart ... let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.'

So he dedicated his life to meet the needs of the needy children around the world and to make sure that they get to hear that God loves them.

And as World Vision has worked around the world we have found many Bob Pierce's. So since 1980 we have been finding these Bob Pierce's around the world. And this year, 2007, we found 2 Bob Pierce's around the world. One of them is Rev Erlo Stegen, who we are honoring here today.

Now you might wonder how did we discover in all the countries where we work, in 100 countries, how did we discover Rev Stegen?

You have already been told the things that we  look for when we are looking for a Bob Pierce. We look for a man or a woman who has dedicated his entire life to meet the needs of the neediest. We look for a man or a woman who combines the preaching of the Gospel with meeting human needs in community.  We look for a man or woman who does their work without looking for public recognition. We look for a man or a woman who touches the lives of ordinary people day by day by day over a long period of time and is transforming and bringing change to their lives. We also look at the quality of the ministry itself. We look at how far the work is reaching large numbers of people in the community. We also look at the challenges they have to go through over a long period of time before the ministry can really get established.

And then we invite our colleagues and our partners to send in nominations of people who meet these criteria. We get literally hundreds of nominations every year. The International Board of World Vision has set aside a small committee of people who scrutinise these nominations and pray over them for the Holy Spirit to guide them to the man or woman who should be given this award.

And this year God led us to 2 men. Our own Rev Stegen, and another Reverend from India. You know with other awards we usually ask people to go to the Capitals, to New York, to London, to Norway, to get these awards, but we decided that our award will be given in the community where these men and women serve.

So as we honour Rev Stegen today we want to honour all those who have followed his vision and his work here. We honour those who no-one has heard about before, but who has faithfully followed our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in working with the poor and needy to bring them good news about the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

